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Immersion 101 
M A R C H  1 ,  2 0 1 9    

SEMINAR  FOR  IMMERS ION  SCHOOL  EDUCAT IONAL

LEADERS  

Seminar Description 
By Tara Fortune 

During  this  interactive  seminar ,  we  wil l

work  together  to :  

 

1 .  Become  famil iar  with  the  educational

phi losophy  of  dual  language  immersion

education ,  the  goals  and  benefits  of

immersion  education ,  and  character ist ics

that  dist inguish  dif ferent  immersion

education  models .  

 

2 .  Synthesize  the  knowledge  base  on

immersion  students ’  academic

achievement ,  cognit ive  development ,  and

immersion  language  development  by

program  model  and  learner  background .  

 

3 .  Identi fy  and  discuss  i ssues  related  to

immersion  pedagogy ,  program  design  and

implementation .  

 

4 .  Collaborate  and  strengthen  professional

networks  with  immersion  administrators  in

and  beyond  the  greater  Boston  area  

.  

Facilitator: 
Tara W. 
Fortune, 
Ph.D.

Tara W . Fortune ,

Director 

Immersion

Research and

Professional

Development , 

Center for

Advanced

Research on

Language

Acquisition ,

(CARLA), 

University of

Minnesota 
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Agenda
 

Breakfast   8 :30 a .m - 9 .00 a .m . 

 

Morning Session : 9 :00 a .m . – 12 :00 p .m . 

 

Welcome and Seminar Overview 

Meet the Participants 

Who are we and how do we fit into the immersion

landscape? 

Presentation :Understanding Dual Language and Immersion

Education . 

Educational Philosophy , Theoretical Principles , U .S .

Program Models . 

 

BREAK 

 

Research-Informed Program Advocacy and Education in

the Community . 

Group Activity . 

 

LUNCH 12 .00 p .m . - 1 .00 p .m . 

 

Afternoon Session : 1 :00 p .m . – 4 :00 p .m . 

 

Whole Group Q&A 

Presentation : Essential Features of Well-Implemented DLI

Programs . 

 

BREAK 

 

Program-level focus 

 

https://rcc.harvard.edu/
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Tara Fortune 
CARLA. University of Minnesota 

A f t e r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a s  a  s e c o n d a r y  G e rm a n  

a n d  S p a n i s h  t e a c h e r ,  T a r a  W i l l i am s  F o r t u n e  

e a r n e d  h e r  P h . D .  i n  s e c o n d  l a n g u a g e  

e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  a  f o c u s  o n  d u a l  l a n g u a g e  

a n d  i mme r s i o n  e d u c a t i o n .  S i n c e  2 0 0 2 ,  s h e  

h a s  s e r v e d  a s  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  I mme r s i o n  

R e s e a r c h  a n d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  D e v e l o pme n t  

P r o j e c t  a t  t h e  C e n t e r  f o r  Ad v a n c e d  R e s e a r c h  

o n  L a n g u a g e  A c q u i s i t i o n  ( CAR L A ) ,  Un i v e r s i t y  

o f  M i n n e s o t a .  I n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  d u a l  

l a n g u a g e  a n d  i mme r s i o n  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  a n d  

l e a d i n g  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  T a r a  d e v o t e s  mo s t  o f  

h e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t i m e  t o  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  

e d u c a t i o n  o f  l a n g u a g e  i mme r s i o n  e d u c a t o r s  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e    U . S .  a n d  a b r o a d .  S h e  a l s o  

s e r v e s  o n  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  b o a r d  o f  t h e  J o u r n a l  

o f  I mme r s i o n  a n d  C o n t e n t - B a s e d  L a n g u a g e  

E d u c a t i o n  ( J o h n  B e n j am i n s )  a n d  a s  g r a d u a t e  

f a c u l t y  i n  C u r r i c u l um  a n d  I n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  

C o l l e g e  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  Huma n  

D e v e l o pme n t  a t  t h e  Un i v e r s i t y  o f  M i n n e s o t a .  

P u b l i c a t i o n s  i n c l u d e  t w o  c o - e d i t e d  r e s e a r c h  

v o l um e s  o n  i mme r s i o n  e d u c a t i o n ,  a  

r e s e a r c h - t o - p r a c t i c e  h a n d b o o k  o n  s t r u g g l i n g  

i mme r s i o n  l e a r n e r s ,  a n d  a r t i c l e s  i n  j o u r n a l s  

s u c h  a s  F o r e i g n  L a n g u a g e  A n n a l s ,  Mod e r n  

L a n g u a g e  J o u r n a l ,  A n n u a l  R e v i e w  o f  Ap p l i e d  

L i n g u i s t i c s ,  a n d  t h e  J o u r n a l  o f  C o n t e n t -  

B a s e d  a n d  I mme r s i o n  E d u c a t i o n  ( J I C B ) .  

F o r t u n e  i s  t h e  2 0 1 6  r e c i p i e n t  o f  t h e  U . S .  

P a u l  P im s l e u r  Aw a r d  f o r  R e s e a r c h  i n  F o r e i g n  

L a n g u a g e  E d u c a t i o n .

https://rcc.harvard.edu/

